
City of Hope

Intensive Course and

Clinical Cancer Genomics Community of 
Practice

Orientation
Friday, October 29th, 2021 

8:30-10:00 am PT



Agenda

Overview/Introductions 
◼ Background/Goals/People
◼ Delivery/Participation 
◼ Curriculum

How to Access and Use Distance Learning Tools 
◼ CCGCoP Portal
◼ ZOOM Web conferencing
◼ Discussion Forum 
◼ Quizzes, Tests, Assignments 

Participation, Assignments and Surveys
◼ Weekly Distance Modules

◼ GCRA Case Assignment
◼ Pedigree Drawing, HBOC Risk Assessment, GCRA Practice Surveys

◼ Weekly Web Conference Review Sessions (Fridays, 8:30-10 am PT)
◼ Distance Learning Evaluations

◼ GCRA Web Case Conferences (5 required)
◼ Live (preferred) and/or recorded 
◼ Case Conference Feedback Forms



Background

◼ Genetic cancer risk assessment (GCRA) is a standard of care 
specialty practice that uses genetic/genomic information to

Identify individuals with inherited cancer risk

Prescribe high-risk screening and preventive care; targeted 
therapies

Identify at-risk family members (cascade testing)

◼ Market forces and advances in genomic technologies 
fueling demand for clinicians with proficiency-level 
expertise in GCRA services

Lack of clinicians with knowledge and skills in GCRA a 
significant barrier to care



Dedicated to Standards of Excellence 
in Cancer Genetics

◼ Patient Care

◼ Research

◼ Education and Training

City of Hope Division of Clinical Cancer Genomics (CCG)





Interactive Distance 
Didactics

Supported by NCI R25 (CA112486, CA171998-08)

Intensive Course and Clinical Cancer Genomics 
Community of Practice (CCGCoP)

Face-to-Face 
Workshops

Web-based Case 
Conferencing 

Brings clinicians with different training and practice backgrounds together 
for learning and skills development

Course goals

Increase the number of clinicians with practitioner-level competency in 
GCRA

Support best practices in GCRA

Promote community-based collaborations in cancer genomics research



Design informed by Situated Learning Theory (Lave and Wenger 1991)

Knowledge and skills co-generated through real-world interactions among people with common 
goals (Wenger, et al., 2002) 

Experts 
Define practice 
standards,  
demonstrate 
evidence-based 
application of GCRA 

Members  
Share practice issues, 
experiences, 
resources;
Evolve GCRA expertise  

Newcomers
Engage in legitimate 
peripheral 
participation; 
develop knowledge 
and skills, share 
their own expertise 

Intensive Course and CCGCoP:

A distance-mediated community of practice



Clinical Cancer Genomics Community of Practice
>1,350 Alumni across all 50 states and 30 countries

72% serve socio-economically underserved 

patient populations or practice in low to middle 
income countries. 



◼ Administrative Team

◼ COH and Guest Faculty

◼ You – Our 2022 course participants



CCGCoP Leadership and Administrative Support Team

Gloria Nunez, MPH
Program Administrator

Dev Tanna, 
BS

Phyllis Leung, 
MEd

John Luna, 
MS

Rachelle Manookian, MS, CGC
Curriculum Coordinator

Kathleen Blazer, EdD, MS, CGC
Principle Investigator/Director 

Education Assistants/Administrative Coordinators



CCGCoP 
Curriculum Committee

Sandra Dreike 
MS, CGC

Lauren Gima
MS, CGC

Bita Nehoray
MS, CGC

Ilana Solomon 
ScM, MA, CGC

Susan Shehayeb
MS, CGC

Elise Sobotka
MS, MPH

Elyssa Zukin
MS, CGC

Rachelle Manookian 
MS, CGC



City of Hope Faculty

Kathleen R. Blazer 
EdD, MS, CGC

Danielle Castillo, BS Sandra Dreike
MS, CGC

Lauren Gima
MS, CGC

Stacy W. Gray
MD, MA

Stephen Gruber, 
MD, PhD, MPH

Josef Herzog, BS Gregory Idos
MD, MS

Elizabeth King
RN, FNP

Rachelle Manookian 
MS, CGC

Bita Nehoray
MS, CGC

Susan Shehayeb
MS, CGC

Ilana Solomon, 
ScM, MA, CGC

Wai Park, DO

Elise Sobotka
MS, MPH, CGC

Elyssa Zukin
MS, CGC



Distinguished Guest Faculty

Jane Churpek, MD
University of 

Wisconsin-Madison

Julie Culver, MS, CGC
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center

Carol Fabian, MD
KU Breast Cancer Prevention Center

Judy Garber, MD, MPH
Dana Farber Cancer Institute

Veda Giri, MD
Thomas Jefferson University

Heather Hampel, MS, CGC
Ohio State University

Medical Center

Karen Hurley, PhD
Cleveland Clinic

Sonia S. Kupfer, MD
University of Chicago 

Medical Center

Patrick Lynch, MD
The University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center
Brian Shuch, MD 

University of California, Los Angeles

Tobias Else, MD
University of Michigan

Teresa Heckel, MBA
Sarah Cannon Research Institute

Colin Pritchard, MD, PhD
University of Washington 

Medical Center

Charité Ricker, MS, CGC
University of Southern California 

Keck School of Medicine

Jeffrey N. Weitzel, MD
Professor of Oncology and 

Population Sciences



Elective & Emeritus Faculty

Patricia Ashton-Prolla, 
MD, PhD, FACMG

Hospital de Clinicas
de Porto Alegre

Randall W. Burt, MD
Huntsman Cancer 

Institute

Fergus J. Couch, PhD
Mayo Clinic

Kevin Davies, PhD
C&EN American 
Chemical Society

Lucy Langer, MD, MSHS
Compass Oncology

Katrina Lowstuter,
MS, CGC

USC/Norris 

Therese M. Mulvey, MD
MA General Hospital

Karen Tedesco, MD
NY Oncology 
Hematology

Kenneth Offit, MD, MPH
Memorial Sloane-

Kettering Cancer Center

Mark E. Robson, MD
Memorial Sloan-

Kettering Cancer Center

Patricia Rodriguez, MD
Virginia Cancer 

Specialists

Christina Rybak, 
MS, LCGC

Human Longevity

Thomas Slavin, MD, 
FACMG, DABMD
Myriad Genetics

Louise C. Strong, MD
The University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center

Sharon Wilczynski, MD, PhD
City of Hope Comprehensive 

Cancer Center

Janet L. Williams, MS, LGC
Genomic Medicine Institute, 

Geisinger Health System

Marc S. Williams, MD, FAAP, FACMG
Genomic Medicine Institute of the 

Geisinger Health System

Stephanie Cohen, 
MS, LCGC

St. Vincent Hospital

Olufunmilayo Olopade, 
MD, FACP

University of Chicago
Medical Center 

Charis Eng, MD, PhD
Case Western Reserve 



IC 2022 Course Participants
169 Participants 

47 Track 1

122 Track 2 

Professional Credentials 
MD/DO/MD, PhD = 63
RN/FNP/APN/DNP = 82
PA-C = 18
CGC = 5
Rad Tech = 1

Practice Focus 

Oncology  
Genetics  
Primary Care
Other 

Countries: Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Philippines, Romania, Saudi 
Arabia, Switzerland, Taiwan, USA 



Continuing  professional development 

& practice-based support

Annual 
Face-to-face

Update/Networking 

Conferences
(City of Hope, Univ. 

of   Chicago)

Cancer Screening & 
Prevention Program 
Network Affiliates

Clinical Cancer Genetics 
Community Research 

Network 

Interdisciplinary
Clinical/Research

Faculty 

Intensive Course alumni 
in community practices

(U.S. & Int’l.)

GCRA Case 
Conferences

Web Conferences

Topics
in Cancer Genetics 
Research
Web Conferences

CCGCoP 
Knowledge Center 
Web-based CME/practice
Resources

CCGCoP
Discussion

Forum

Synchronous and asynchronous distance learning 

& case-based training

Full-spectrum 

program 

development 

5 Days 
Face-to-face

Workshops

(City of Hope 

campus)

Track 1: Full  

Spectrum 

Multi-modal 

Training

Weekly Web 

Review Sessions

Via ZOOM 

Webinar

12 Weeks 

Distance 

Didactic 

Modules

3-4 per week 

GCRA 

Web-based Case 

Conferences

(City of Hope, 

Univ. of Chicago, 

US Oncology)
Topic-specific 

Discussion Forum

City of Hope
Intensive Course and Clinical Cancer Genomics Community of Practice 

(CCGCoP)

Track2: Full  

Spectrum 

Distance-

only

Training

Weekly Web 

Review Sessions

Via ZOOM 

Webinar

12 Weeks 

Distance 

Didactic 

Modules 

3-4 per week

GCRA 

Web-based Case 

Conferences

(City of Hope, 

Univ. of Chicago, 

US Oncology)
Topic-specific 

Discussion Forum

Three GCRA Case Conference Settings: 

City of Hope

University of Chicago 

U.S. Oncology Network

Annual Cancer Genomics Update Conferences: 

City of Hope

University of Chicago 



CCGCoP Portal: IC Distance Learning Resources 

Intensive Course Discussion Forum
◼ Topic-specific interactions/support

Course Materials

◼ Module recordings, materials 
and weekly quizzes

◼ Course Requirements, Syllabus, Curriculum 
Calendar

Zoom Web Conferences
◼ Friday Review/Update Sessions
◼ GCRA Case Conferences
◼ Topics in Cancer Genetics Research 

Presentations
◼ Recorded GCRA Case Conferences

Community 
◼ Faculty and Administrative team
◼ Course participants

https://www.ccgcop.org





Weekly

Attend GCRA Case 

Conferences and 
submit feedback form

>5 Total during 
course



◼ Assignment Link going out today via email

◼ GCRA Case from your practice (yours or a colleague’s)*

◼ Anonymized 

◼ Pedigree

◼ Genetic test report(s) and/or other medical documents as needed 

◼ Submit on or before December 17th, 2021

◼ Option to present at upcoming case conference, Friday web review or 
case-based workshop (Dev will email to schedule) 

*email dtanna@coh.org if you have no case and need alternate assignment

Genetic Cancer Risk Assessment (GCRA)
Case Assignment

mailto:dtanna@coh.org


Web-based Genomic Cancer Risk 
Assessment Case Conferencing

CCG and guest faculty 
and facilitators 

(face-to-face on campus)

Participants and Mode of 
Participation

Cancer Screening & 
Prevention Program 

Affiliates 
(face-to-face or by web 

conference)

Course Alumni
from 50 U.S. States and 27 

countries 
byweb conference)

Genetic Test Results  

Interpretation

Differential Diagnoses; Risk 
Assessment/ testing Strategies

Prevention, Treatment, Clinical 
and Behavioral Research 

Resources

Learning & Resource 
Outputs

Prevention &  Risk 
Management 

Recommendations

Strategies to Address 
Communication, Ethical, Legal 

and Psychological Issues

Collaborative inter-
professional  case discussion

(oncologists, genetic  counselors, 
nurses, physician assistants, clinical 

and molecular geneticists) 

GCRA Web-based Case Conferences

◼ Embodies tenets of Situated Learning Theory (Lave & Wenger, 1991)

◼ Course Requirements: 
◼Attend >5 sessions  during Distance learning 

◼Complete Case Conference Feedback Form after each session 

◼Present >1 Case from participant’s practice (Case Assignment)

◼ Conducted at COH, UChicago and USON 



Attend GCRA Case 

Conferences and 
submit feedback 

form

>5 Total during 
course



Attend GCRA Case 

Conferences and 
submit feedback form

>5 Total during 
course



Attend GCRA Case 

Conferences and 
submit feedback form

>5 Total during 
course



Attend GCRA Case 

Conferences and 
submit feedback form

>5 Total during 
course



Attend GCRA Case 

Conferences and 
submit feedback form

>5 Total during 
course





CCGCoP Portal: professional development
and practice support resources

Web Conference links 
◼ Weekly Case Conferences 
◼ Topics in Cancer 

Genomics Webinars

Discussion Forum
◼ Topic-specific 

interactions among 
participants, faculty, 
alumni

◼ Point-of-care practice 
support

Connections
◼ Faculty 
◼ Course participants
◼ Alumni (Community 

Members)



Annual Cancer Genomics Update Conferences

10th Annual Conference April 22-24, 
2022



Supplemental Resources

Supplemental Textbook:  
Practical Guide to Human Cancer Genetics. 4th

Edition, Hodgson, S. V., Foulkes, W. D., Eng, C., & 
Maher, E. R. (2013) Cambridge University Press, ISBN-
13: 978-1447171720; ISBN-10: 1447171721

https://www.nccn.org/default.aspx - National 
Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) Clinical 
Practice Guidelines in Oncology (registration required 
to access guidelines) 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK1116/ -
GeneReviewsTM (catalogue of genetic syndromes 
and features) 
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/genetics -
NCI PDQ on Clinical Cancer Genetics 
http://www.genome.gov/10000464 - National 
Human Genome Research Institute education and 
resources 

https://www.nccn.org/default.aspx
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK1116/
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/genetics
http://www.genome.gov/10000464


https://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/default.aspx

Essential Resource: NCCN Guidelines



Continuing  professional development 

& practice-based support

Annual 

Face-to-face

Update/Networking 

Conferences
(City of Hope, 

UChicago)

Cancer Screening 

& Prevention 

Program Network 

Affiliates
Clinical Cancer 

Genetics 

Community 

Research Network 

Interdisciplinary

Clinical/Research

Faculty 

GCRA Case 

Conferences
Web Conferences

Topics

in Cancer 

Genetics 
Research
Web Conferences

CCGCoP 

Knowledge 

Center 
Web-based 
CME/practice
Resources

CCGCoP
Discussion

Board

Synchronous and asynchronous distance learning 

& case-based training

Full-spectrum 

program 

development 

5 Days 

Face-to-face

Workshops

(Virtual for 2021)

Track 1: Full  

Spectrum 

Multi-modal 

Training

Weekly Review 

Sessions

12 Weeks 

Distance 

Didactic 

Modules 

GCRA

Web-based Case 

Conferences

(City of Hope, 

Univ. of Chicago, 

US Oncology)
Topic-specific 

Discussion Forum

City of Hope

Clinical Cancer Genetics Community of Practice (CCGCoP)
R25CA171998-09

Track2: Full  

Spectrum 

Distance-

only

Training

Weekly Web 

Conference 

Review Sessions

12 Weeks 

Distance 

Didactic 

Modules 

GCRA

Web-based Case 

Conferences

(City of Hope, 

Univ. of Chicago, 

US Oncology)
Topic-specific 

Discussion Forum

Phase 1 

Nov.1, 2021-

Feb 11, 

2022  

Phase 2

Feb. 21-25, 

2022

CCGCoP

initiation 

Feb. 25, 

2022

Orientation

Oct. 29, 

2021

Annual  

Conference

July 22-24, 

2022

Intensive Course alumni in 

community practices

(U.S. & Int’l.)



Welcome to the Intensive 
Course in Cancer Risk 
Assessment, 2022



Attendance

• We track your attendance through Zoom Logs
• Log in with Full Name

• If you call in Only, then please email me your name and phone you used, in order for us to match you to 
the Log

• Friday Attendance is required and if you need to miss 1 session, 
please let us know

• Attendance for GCRA Case Conferences are also tracked via logs from 
Zoom and WebEx (for other sessions)



Technical Issues

• If you experience technical issues when trying to log in, please email cgep@coh.org. 

• If you experience technical issues with modules and want to send comments on the discussion 
board, please us the General/Technical Issues Board.  This is moderated by our Admin team, and 
we will respond to you individually or collectively. 

When submitting an email or post, make sure to provide as much detail as possible about your issue 
and include screenshots if relevant. We will do our best to assist you.



How To Navigate 
The CCGCoP Portal

and 

Intensive Course Pages



Terms of Service, User conduct, and Privacy





Member Login Page



CCGCoP Member Home Page
Tool Bar and Drop Down Menus allows 

for easy Navigation, 

 Easy Profile Access 

Includes Inbox, Contacts,

Contributions

Get Started Menu  specific to                    

Membership Type,

Latest Post- visible

This entire section can be                       

hidden



CCGCoP Home Page-
with Collapsed “Get 

Started Features”

In this view, the 
Focus is on the Main 

Tool Bar, Recent 
Discussions, 

Member Spotlight 
and QuickLinks



General Tool Bars
The general tool bar is 

tailored by community 

and membership type



CCGCOP Home Landing Page- Continued



Profiles are 
loaded…..



THE INTENSIVE 
COURSE 2022  
COMMUNITY 
PAGES



Getting to know your fellow participants



Course Syllabus and 
Calendar can be 
downloaded



COURSE MODULES



Courses in Education Portal 



Intensive Course 2022 Session



Intensive Course 2022 Session



Module Objectives
Quiz and weekly 
evaluation are located 
under Modules/Evals Tab



Faculty Profiles









Slides and 
Supplemental 

Materials



Discussion Board Links



IC Discussion Board



IC Discussion Board



Discussion Board

Locating the CCGCoP Discussion Board 
Couldn’t be easier!



Each week 
has it’s own 
forum-
where you 
can post 
question on 
the modules 
assigned 
that week



Lets’ talk about Good Subject Lines and tags





Subscription options
o We added 

flexibility, but 
recommend you 
stay as 
connected as 
possible.



• Module  
Recordings

• Quizzes 

• Weekly 
Evaluations

• GCRA Case 
Conference 
Evaluations

Presentations Tab



GCRA Case 
Conference
Recordings 
from COH



Course calendar



Sample Zoom Invitation for GCRA Case Conferences 
for live session at COH on Wednesdays 



Topics in Cancer Genomics Research 





GCRA Resources

 GCRA Resources 
is currently 
under revision





Stay connected



Directory- Opt-in

• Upon graduation, we will shift your membership to the CCGoP
Membership.

• One of the items we will ask you, is if you want to be part of the 
CCGCoP Directory that will be accessible by everyone, including guest
• Benefits, include being accessible to various groups around the country that 

are looking for graduates in Cancer Risk Assessment 



 CCG Faculty, Guest Faculty, and 
CCG Research & Education Team





Contact us for questions

cgep@coh.org



Thank you for your attention!


